POLAND A GREAT STATE      387
carry away impressions and observations which would facilitate
those efforts to a practical conclusion, and that the "sense of
reality and objectivity which was a tradition of British diplomacy,
and the frank and detailed character of the exchange of views which
had begun that morning would have some influence on the attain-
ment of that aim." In reply Eden expressed his belief that the
exploratory conversations which had been undertaken were
of real value in clarifying the European situation, and that this
"especially happy occasion" would serve a useful purpose in
promoting a closer understanding between their countries.
The official communique stated that the two Ministers agreed
that their exchange of views, which were of an informative
character, corresponded with the object at which they aimed,
and showed the need for the maintenance of a close contact in
following the development of the European political situation.
Eden left for Prague in the afternoon of April 3. On the previous
day it was announced in Warsaw that the Polish Government
had invited Laval to stay in that city when on his way to Moscow
on an official visit to the Soviet Government that was expected
to take place shortly. The French Press, referring to Eden's
visit to Warsaw, which they regarded as a failure, looked forward
to Laval's visit to bring about some alteration in the attitude
of Poland to the pact. In Warsaw itself it was held that the Eden-
Beck conversations were not entirely negative, as the questions
of Danzig and Memel were gone into, and the Polish point of
view in the case of both was placed before the British Minister.
The approaching Conference of Stresa, to be held on April n,
must also have figured in the talks, but Memel was again an
urgent matter, and the Danzig Elections were near.
MEMEL TREASON TRIAL
German nationalistic feeling in the Baltic region was profoundly
excited by Hitler's conscription manifesto of March 16 ami fais
raising the strength of the German Army. Particularly was tiris
true of Memel and Memelland and the controversy with litfay
associated with that territory, to which the trial of 126
accused of high treason gave sharp emphasis. On March